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SUBJECT: SPECIAL ICFTU MISSION TO ARGENTINA 
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1 . A HIGH-LEVEL DELEGATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION 
OF FREE TRADE UNIONS (ICFTU) WILL VISIT ARGENTINA IN EARLY 
FEBRUARY, ACCORDING TO ICFTU GENERAL SECRETARY OTTO KERSTEN. 

2. AT A MEETING WITH BRUSSELS-BASED LABOR ATTACHES DECEMBER 21, 
KERSTEN SAID THAT THE DELEGATION WOULD INCLUDE HIMSELF AND 
OTHER BOARD MEMBERS, PROBABLY FROM GREAT BRITAIN, GERMANY, 
SCANDINAVIA, HOLLAND, VENEZUELA AND MEXICO. 
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3. ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT MENTION AFL-CIO REPRESENTATION IN 
THIS VISIT, IT CANNOT BE INFERRED THAT THIS IS NECESSARILY 
EXCLUDED. MAKE-UP OF DELEGATION, IN OUR OPINION, REMAINS FLUID, 
AND WILL PROBABLY DEPEND ON VIEWS OF BOTH THE AFL-CIO AND THE 
INTER-AMERICAN REGIONAL ORGANIZATION, ORIT. 
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4. AT ANOTHER POINT IN THE SESSION, KERSEN WENT TO SOME LENGTH 
TO STRESS THAT BOTH ICFTU AND ORIT ARE "COMMITTED TO FIGHT FOR 
TRADE UNION FREEDOM, FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, AND AGAINST ALL DICTATORSHIPS 
IN THE AREA, WHETHER THE GOVERNMENTS ARE LEFTIST OR RIGHTIST, 

MILITARY OR CIVILIAN." HE SAID THAT THE ICFTU IS COMPILING A 
LIST OF JAILED TRADE UNIONISTS IN CUBA TOO - NOT JUST ARGENTINA 
AND CHILE. HINTON 
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